Minutes of H.J. Cambie Secondary School
Parent Advisory Committee Meeting

Wednesday March 25, 2009
7:00 p.m. Meeting called to order by Kathy Churchill.

Attendees

· Administrator - Neil Kamide 

· Executive Members - Kathy Churchill, Nisha Dhawan, Sheena Gingrich, Sharan Johal, Falina Keegan and Dave De Ré.
· Non-Executive Members - Mary Ens, Hildegard Fast, Sandy Smithbower and Mary-Anne Wickham
(1)  Standing Items
(A) Approval/Amendments to Agenda –Mary Ens motioned to adopt the agenda, seconded by Sharan Johal. The motion passed unanimously.
(B) Adoption of Minutes: February 25, 2009 – minutes were reviewed by members.  Mary Ens motioned approval of minutes, seconded by Dave De Ré.  The motion passed unanimously.
(C) Correspondence – K. Forrest – provided an update on the BCAA Traffic Safety program and the Divine Performing Arts taking place at the Queen Elizabeth Theatre from April 3rd to 8th.

(D) Review of Forward Agenda – Reviewed.  It was noted meeting dates for 2009/10 need to be established.  Sharan Johal will follow up with Michelle Burge on meeting dates for next year to ensure no conflicts with school events.
(E) Reports
· Chairperson – Kathy Churchill – provided an update on the school website.  Joel Hoi, H.J. Cambie student, has volunteered to create and maintain the website.  Questions were raised on the ongoing maintenance of this website.  Sharan Johal will follow up with Joel on this issue.
· Treasurer – Falina Keegan – No major activity this month and a report will be available at the April meeting.   

· After Grad – Mary Ens provided an update on the after grad activities.  There are approximately 200 graduates this year and 72 tickets have been sold to date.
· R.D.P.A. – no new update.  

(2)  Administration Report – N. Kamide

· An update was provided on the following areas:

· Report Cards – Term 2 report cards will be in the mail this week and parent/teacher conferences are scheduled for April 1st and 2nd.
· Construction Upgrade – There is significant construction taking place at the school, the water damage is less than originally estimated, and progress has been made much quicker than anticipated.  It is anticipated that work will be completed by September/October of 2009.
· Program Planning – The question was posed to PAC on how the school could improve Meet the Teacher night and Program Planning night.  This generated a good conversation and the following suggestions were made:
· Parents felt there is limited time for each teacher and perhaps the school could look into this;

· Having marking criteria available is a good idea.  Currently some teachers provide this and others don’t.  If this could be reflective of all teachers it would be beneficial to parents and students.

· Having teachers bios on a website would also be beneficial for parents to make a connection ahead of time and have background information on the teachers they’re meeting with. It was suggested that this may be a project for the students to take on.  N. Kamide to follow up with staff.
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.  The next PAC meeting is on Wednesday April 22nd @ 7:00 p.m. in the school library.
PAGE  
2

